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Needle unmoved: Parties 
try to win spin battle, but 
voters have other issues 
By Joe Garofoli 


The Senate’s acquittal of President Trump on 
Wednesday in his impeachment trial was pre- 
dictable, given the partisan map of the GOP- 
controlled Senate. 

All Republicans but Utah Sen. Mitt Romney 
voted to acquit Trump of abusing his power, 
and they all voted not guilty on the charge that 
he obstructed Congress. All Democratic sena- 
tors voted to convict on both counts. 

Equally predictable is how Trump’s acquittal 
will probably affect most voters — not much at 
all. 

“Tm initially skeptical that it will be a game- 
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Trump acquitted by Senate 


Yuri Gripas / Abaca Press / TNS 


President Trump tweeted he will speak about “our Country’s 


Party line vote: Only 
Romney breaks ranks 
as contentious trial ends 


By Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick 


WASHINGTON — President Trump won 
impeachment acquittal Wednesday in the U.S. 
Senate, bringing to a close only the third presi- 
dential trial in American history with votes that 
split the country, tested civic norms and fed the 
tumultuous 2020 race for the White House. 

With Chief Justice John Roberts presiding, 
senators sworn to do “impartial justice” stood at 
their desks to state their votes for the roll call — 
“guilty” or “not guilty” — in a swift tally almost 
exclusively along party lines. Visitors, including 
the president’s allies, watched from the crowded 
gallery. Roberts read the declaration that Trump 


Acquittal continues on A9 


VICTORY on the Impeachment Hoax” on Thursday. 


Impeachment continues on A9 


S.F. plans 
sobering 
center 
for meth 


When it comes to the scary 
behavior San Franciscans see 
on our streets — people ranting 
at no one, stripping off their 
clothes or threatening 
strangers — there’s often a 
clear culprit: methamphet- 
amines. 

Starting this spring, there 


will finally 
HEATHER bea clear, 

short-term 
KNIGHT answer: a 
On San Francisco sobering 

center 


designed specifically for those 
high on meth. Believed to be 
the nation’s first sobering cen- 
ter aimed at people experienc- 
ing meth-induced psychosis 
rather than high on any sort of 
drug, the facility will open late 
this spring on a city-owned 
parking lot at 180 Jones St. in 
the Tenderloin. 

A sobering center was the 
No. 1 recommendation from 
Mayor London Breed’s meth 
task force, and the mayor said 
it can serve the dual purpose of 
getting high people off the 
streets and connecting them to 
addiction treatment and other 
services once they’re indoors. 

Knight continues on A8 


KIRK DOUGLAS 


1916-2020 


‘Spartacus,’ ‘Lust for 
Life’ actor had 60-year 
screen career. C3 


Coronavirus 
» Fear of disease spurs 
bias against Asians. Cl 


» Travel restrictions 
hit Bay Area firms. D1 


Online extra 
Podcast: Chronicle 
politics experts break 
down March 3 election. 


Protecting the piers 


With bay tides projected to rise at least 3 feet by 2100, the 
Port of San Francisco is looking for ways to protect the 


Embarcadero’s historic finger piers. 


Incoming waves 


How the highest projected sea level rise could 
eventually saturate a pier that has been 
upgraded to be more flood-resistant. 
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Battening down 
hatches on piers 


By John King 


When the now-historic finger piers along 
San Francisco’s Embarcadero were built, 
you can bet the builders never expected that 
acentury later, there would be engineering 
studies on how to prepare the gaunt sheds 
for seas that could rise nearly 7 feet. 

But that’s what the port has done — 
spending more than $100,000 on conceptual 
scenarios, such as raising the floors inside 
the sheds above flood level. Or adding solid 
railings around the edge of the piers. Or at 


Four ways to ward off flooding 


Dry floodproofing 
An external barrier of watertight 
sealant and retractable shields. 


Floating breakwaters 
Severe waves would be softened by 
floating breakwaters near piers. 


Source: Port of San Francisco 


the very least, waterproofing the lower few 
feet ofa pier’s outer walls. 

The report being released Thursday 
captures the dilemma facing San Francis- 
co and other coastal cities. In a world 
where aged waterfronts have become civic 
treasures, how do we strike a balance 
between preparing for climate change and 
protecting the urban environment? 

“We are committed to holding on to the 
current waterfront — the historic water- 
front — for as long as we can,” said Elaine 

Piers continues on A10 


CHRONICLE 
EXCLUSIVE 


How FBI 
secretly 
got Nuru 
on tape 


Two men from 
Detroit acted 
as informants 


By Evan Sernoffsky 


Two Detroit businessmen 
acted as FBI informants and 
secretly recorded San Francis- 
co Public Works Director Mo- 
hammed Nuru and restaura- 
teur Nick Bovis, helping the 
government build a sweeping 
public corruption case that 
jolted City Hall last week, The 
Chronicle has learned. 

Under the threat of a pend- 
ing federal investigation, Samir 
Mashni and Noureddine 
“Dean” Hachem began cooper- 
ating with the FBI and record- 
ed phone calls and in-person 
meetings with Bovis and Nuru 
for months beginning in Janu- 
ary 2018, according to a federal 
complaint and sources with 
knowledge of the investigation. 

The probe led to fraud 
charges against Bovis and 
Nuru while revealing at least 
five alleged schemes, including 
the centerpiece of the govern- 
ment’s case: an alleged plot to 
bribe an airport commissioner. 

The Chronicle used an FBI 
affidavit and confirmed the 


Raised barrier 
Solid railings would be added 


along the outer edge of aged piers. 


identity of the informants with 
sources to piece together new 
information in the wide-rang- 


ing case that has prompted 
additional investigations and 
calls to reform city 
government. The sources 
spoke on the condition of ano- 
nymity, which The Chronicle 
granted in accordance with its 
anonymous sources policy. 


Raising the floor 


The floors of historic sheds could be topped by 
new ones several feet higher, above flood levels. 


The revelations offer a win- 
Nuru continues on A10 
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Want the secret to more 


Our trade desk associates are available day and night 
to answer your toughest trading questions. 


Learn more at tdameritrade.com/tradedesk 
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